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Narrative
Major Douglas A. LeVien, United States Army, distinguished himself through exceptionally meritorious service while serving as the Headquarters International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), CJ4 Theater Movement Coordination Cell (TMCC) Chief in Kabul, Afghanistan from 21 September 2008 to 21 March 2009 providing transportation support to combat operations covering 648,000 square kilometers in a coalition, joint and complex environment covering five Regional Commands.  MAJ LeVien deployed from NATO’s JFC Brunssum when insurgent attacks along the Main Supply Routes (MSRs) in August 2008 nearly severed ISAF’s Freedom of Movement.   He spearheaded the creation, development and implementation of the TMCC to specifically support Commander ISAF’s (COMISAF) #1 priority – Freedom of Movement.  He demonstrated finely tuned powers of persuasion and leadership when initiating and synchronizing the efforts of several HQ ISAF staff sections, civilian organizations and the Regional Commands (RCs) Joint Movement Coordination Cells (JMCCs) to improve situational awareness, build coordination, control and restore confidence to facilitate ISAF’s response to on-going incidents involving ISAF forces, contractors, Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and Afghanistan National Support Forces (ANSF) convoys.  This also involved leading in Joint Operational Planning Group meetings to resolve the lack of logistical movement visibility within Afghanistan.  MAJ LeVien’s efforts resulted in the successful transportation of all 20 United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) World Food Program Convoys, consisting of 771 trucks carrying 24,173 metric tons of wheat capable of feeding 1,130,000 people for one month, without the loss of any trucks or cargo.  MAJ LeVien leveraged information technology systems that produced the online ISAF Secret Movements Chat Page, the TMCC Web Page, the Civilian Incident Report template and the use of the Integrated Command & Control (ICC) system for vehicle tracking which became the standard across the Regional Commands through HQ ISAF FRAGO 003-2009.  He also authored a Route Naming FRAGO to establish a theater wide standardized route naming convention.  MAJ LeVien organized and briefed at the monthly ISAF Contractor / NGO coordination meetings to enhance cooperation and confidence among civilians and the Afghanistan National Police and Army.  This was established by providing unclassified threat analysis briefings and developing a civilian Way Point system along the Highways to facilitate a rapid ISAF response to insurgent attacks on non-military convoys who don’t normally use the military grid reference system.  MAJ LeVien changed the focus of the CJ4 Surface Transportation office from one focused on the receipt processing of reports and returns to operationally focused with proactive transportation coordination dedicated to Regional Command integration.  These collective efforts resulted in a significant decrease in insurgent and criminal attacks throughout Afghanistan particularly along RC (South’s) Main Supply Routes where in September 2008, 19 of 257 convoys were attacked and 20 of 6,744 vehicles were destroyed compared to 7 of 335 convoy attacks and 5 of 10,696 vehicles destroyed in January 2009.  He was instrumental in the successful completion of the Bala Morghab Bridge parts convoy to reconnect Afghanistan’s Ring Road through sound judgement and the capacity to think and lead in a counterinsurgency environment at both the operational and tactical level.  MAJ LeVien’s ability to synchronize close air support, aerial reconnaissance, special operations forces, Afghanistan contractors, Afghanistan National Police (ANP) and Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRT) security elements were critical for the safe passage of the 13 truck, 600 mile convoy from Kabul to Bala Morghab.  In total, because of his leadership, team building skills and driving passion for excellence in all transportation missions, the TMCC’s contribution to re-establishing Freedom of Movement in Afghanistan has been recognized by COMISAF and the U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan.  In conclusion, his professionalism, dedication and passion contributed to setting the conditions for successful Freedom of Movement for the 41 ISAF nations and over 52,000 International Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines working to make Afghanistan a terrorist and insurgent-free country.
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For exceptionally meritorious service as the CJ4 Chief of the Theater Movement Coordination Cell (TMCC) in the Support Division of the Headquarters International Security Assistance Force, located in Kabul, Afghanistan from 21 September 2008 to 21 March 2009.  Major Douglas A. LeVien spearheaded the creation, development and implementation of the TMCC to specifically support Commander ISAF’s (COMISAF) #1 priority – Freedom of Movement.  He demonstrated finely tuned powers of persuasion and leadership when initiating and synchronizing the efforts of several HQ ISAF staff sections, civilian organizations and the Regional Commands (RCs) Joint Movement Coordination Cells (JMCCs) to improve situational awareness, build coordination, control and confidence to facilitate ISAF’s response to on-going incidents involving ISAF forces, ISAF contractors, Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and Afghanistan National Support Forces (ANSF) convoys.  MAJ LeVien’s distinctive accomplishment and his exceptional performance of duty in Afghanistan reflects great credit upon himself, Headquarters International Security Assistance Force, the United States Army, and the Department of Defense.
